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Southern Railway System
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HARRY A. DEBUTTS, President

The railroad shopping list is probably longer and more varied than that of
any other industry. It includes more than 100,000 items—ranging from cran
berries to crossties, from typewriters to traveling cranes, from paper clips to
locomotives. It involves the expenditure of upwards of $1£ billion a year.
Every city and thousands of towns in America share in the benefits of these huge
expenditures.

Last year enough tank cars were loaded with petroleum, chemicals and other
products every hour to make up four 66-car trains. Tank carloadings in 1953
totaled 2,305,488—an average of more than 6,300 cars a day.

The Military Railway Service Veterans will hold their tenth annual reunion
in Cincinnati on September 16, 17 and 18. Arrangements are being handled by
R. F. Godley, manager of stores of the Illinois Central Railroad, and James E.
McNamara, vice-president in charge of sales of the Journal Box Servicing Company,
both of Chicago. Dan F. Baker, formerly of the 727th Railway Operating Battalion,
is assisting with local arrangements in Cincinnati. Fred J. Popowich, now with
the Pennsylvania Railroad in New York, is the organization's director-general.

MCPHERSON SQUARE
WASHI NGTON 13, D. C.

Assistant to the President
Any material appearing in TIES
can be reproduced without permis
sion although giving of proper credit
will be appreciated. Photographs
appearing in TIES will be furnished
upon request to newspaper and magaTIES—The Southern Railway Sys
tem Magazine—is published monthly
and is distributed free of charge to
both active and retired employees.
It will be mailed to others for the
annual subscription price of $2.50.
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ON THE COVER

"A railroadman should be proud of his position. It is a wonderful thing to
speed the public on its way, to pass out kindness, good cheer, and help make the
world a better place because you are here. Travel is the great educator; it is
the great civilizer . . . The intention of railroadmen, I believe, is toward cour
tesy and kindness, as never before in all history, and to a degree unequalled by
any other class of businessmen."—Elbert Hubbard.
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In a Greensboro, N. C., school class
room, Mrs. Elizabeth Hunter distributes
to each of the fifth-grade students she
teaches a copy of the Pupil's Railroad
Kit Southern Railway sends by the thou
sands to schools in its territory. The kit
is full of information and pictures de
signed to help her class in their study
of railroad transportation.
For more information on the Pupil's
Kit and how it helps youngsters in the
South learn more about the Southern
and about railroads generally, see
"Classroom Railroading," the story be
ginning on page 4.
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The first patent granted by the United States Patent Office under the serial
number system established in 1835 was a device designed to facilitate railway
train operations on steep grades. Today, hundreds of thousands of patents granted
in this country relate to railroads. The exact number cannot be ascertained, for
the railroads use a vast and varied range of machines, methods, compositions,
facilities, devices and tools in turning out transportation service.

Nearly 99 per cent of the $1,142,501,000 in government funds furnished rail
roads since 1932 by the Reconstruction Finance Corporation and the Public Works
Administration have been returned, according to a summary released by the Asso
ciation of American Railroads.
In addition to the almost complete return of principal, the railroads have
paid the government in interest fees and other charges nearly $110 million more
than the cost to the government in interest on the money disbursed to railroads.
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TIES is the "voice"of the Southern Railway System,strength

ening the ties of understanding and cooperation between Hs
employees, management, owners and customers, by provid
ing readers with accurate and complete information regard
ing the Southern's activities, achievements and aspirations.

country when railroads opened up undeveloped areas
and bound a growing nation together.
Reading aloud to fellow students from the leaflets
and booklets in the Pupil's Kit, the children gained
confidence in speaking before a group, learned to
speak out clearly and enunciate properly. All the
while they absorbed useful information about rail
roads, and especially about the Southern.
Arithmetic problems, too, embodied the railroad
theme. "If a mile-long * freight train moving. at 30

A classroom full of spirited
youngsters wading into their schoolwork with the zest and interest
usually reserved for visits to the zoo
or Saturday matinees must be a
gratifying thing for any teacher to
behold. It's then she knows that
her presentation of the subject and
the study aids that she has chosen
have somehow struck sparks from
the imaginations of her youthful
charges.
Eager students seem to be the
rule, however, when the subject is
"railroad transportation" and the
study aids are the Pupil's Railroad Kits that Southern
Railway sends by the thousands each year to fifthgrade school classes in its territory. First produced
ten years ago, the kit was planned to help fifth-graders
in the study of railroad transportation.
Southern realized that few youngsters enjoy their
facts and figures cold. Children like to learn by doing
things—and seeing things done. Pictures and vivid
comic-book-style illustrations have a strong appeal for
them. Written material must be simple enough for
easy understanding, yet include enough new words
and ideas to present a challenge.
So the Pupil's Kit was designed to dramatize facts
and figures about the Southern and about railroads
generally for a ten-year-old audience. Southern packed
it with pictures, illustrated booklets and pamphlets,
colorful leaflets on Southern's history and a wide va
riety of other railroad subjects, and a large poster of
railroad pictures arranged for clipping and pasting
in student scrapbooks.
Many of these items were produced by the railway;
several of them were furnished by the Association of
American Railroads. All of the material was designed
to add spice to the facts and figures and written at a
challenging level for fifth-grade
students. Southern
revises the material in the kits frequently, often add
ing new railroad study aids as they become available.

miles an hour passes through a tunnel two miles long;
how long will it take for the train to clear the tunnel?"
Problems presented in railroad terms like this seemed
to help take arithmetic off the printed page and put
it to interesting and practical work.
But the most fun, it appeared, was the "Who or
What Am I" riddle game Mrs. Hunter's class at Aycock
liked to play.
One student stood in front of the class and read,
for example: "I burn oil directly in my cylinders,
which powers a generator which produces electric cur
rent to operate the motor that drives me. What am
IP" Up shot a dozen hands. Back came the answer
from a chosen classmate, "You're a diesel-electric loco
motive." Then the child answering it correctly won
the chance to read a riddle of his own. And so it
went, with a riddle rarely if ever going unsolved.
A surprising amount of the information given in the
kits is retained by the young students, and after their
classroom sessions with the kits, they can swap rail
road talk with anybody on pretty even terms. They

Classroom
Railroading
Learning about railroads can be fun for school
children who combine youthful imagination with"
the entertaining and fact-filled Pupil's Railroad
Kits that Southern Railway sends bythe thousands
to fifth-grade classes in the railway's territory.

To see these Pupil's Railroad Kits in use in their
accustomed setting, Ties visited two schools at Greens
boro, N. C.—Aycock School and Sternberger School.
As thousands of other girls and boys in the South have
discovered over the past decade, those in Mrs. Eliza
beth Hunter's class at Aycock and Miss Lena Middleton's class at Sternberger found that learning about
railroads with the aid of the Pupil's Kit can be fun.

Georgianna Sartin, fifthgrade student at Sternberger
School, Greensboro, with
some helpful advice from
Doris Schaefer, begins clip
ping pictures from a Pupil's
Kit poster for pasting in her
scrapbook. Gerald Russell
(rear) remains engrossed in
one of the kit's comic-type
booklets. (Top right.)

In using the kit at these Greensboro schools, the
teachers successfully carried out the railroad theme
in other classroom studies like art and social studies
as well as reading, writing and arithmetic.
Some young artists brightened the classroom black
boards with pictures of historic engines and modern
streamlined trains copied from pictures found in the
kit. Others interpreted events explained in the kit
with colorful paintings.
In social studies the children traced the growth of
cities as railroad centers. They learned of the ad
vances made by towns, cities and regions of their

Up go a half-dozen hands in
Mrs. Elizabeth Hunter's fifthgrade class at Aycock School
in Greensboro, N. C., to
answer a question on rail
roads taken from Quiz, Jr.,
one of the booklets included
in Southern's Pupil's Rail
road Kit. (At left.)
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Bonny Wagoner and Johnny
Register, fifth-graders at Ay
cock School, get some expert
help in planning their scrapbooks. Mrs. Hunter explains
to them how to use the
poster showing pictures of
Southern Railway locomo
tives and trains. (Above
right.)
(Right) At Aycock School
(left to right) Catherine Ogburn, Barton Jones and Sue
Johnson admire a model
train layout set up by Donnie Davis and Stevie Loflin.
The picture on the black
board in the background
was drawn by Paul Davis,
Frank Pratt and Bobby
Blumenthal (not shown).

know the difference between a box car, a "reefer,"
a stock car and a gondola. And they could give a few
pointers to a lot of railway people on the meanings
of locomotive whistle and air horn signals, learned
from one of the kit's leaflets. Most of the students
say they listen closely for the toots of the Southern
diesels around Greensboro and try to figure out what
they mean. They know, too, die Southern's track
mileage, the name of the railway's president and a
good bit about railroad operations.
Most significant, however, young minds awaken to
the fact that railroads not only are fascinating to
study about but are a vital part of our national life.
Back in 1945, when the PupiTs Kit was first pro
duced and distributed, it immediately gained the same
enthusiastic welcome that it receives today. With
the approval of school superintendents in cities and
counties along the Southern's lines, to whom sample
copies had been shown for comments and suggestions,
the kit's distribution soon climbed to 100,000 copies
a year. Well over a million kits to date have reached
the hands of children who want to know more about
railroads. Last year, some 8,000 were distributed
among Cub Scouts packs alone and another 10,000
were sent out in response to individual requests from
children who had seen copies owned by their Cub
Scout and fifth-grader
friends.
Nowadays, with every repeat request for a fresh
supply of kits to be handed to new fifth-grade students,
comes a friendly letter from a teacher or school official
praising the kit for its helpfulness to the teachers and
telling how much the children enjoy using it.
Literally thousands of "thank you" notes have come
from students themselves. Nearly every day, in fact,
a stack of letters from elementary school students
reaches the railway's Office of the President. Many of
the children say in their letters that they take their kits
home for their mothers, fathers, sisters and brothers
to see.
Words and pictures from the Pupil's Railroad Kit
come to life when groups of youngsters, accompanied
by their teachers, add interest to their railroad studies
by taking short trips by train. From the start of such
trips they learn at first hand about railroad travel.

They buy their own tickets at the ticket window and
present them in person to the train conductor. On
the train, obliging porters reveal to them the "secrets"
of a Pullman berth or demonstrate how to operate
reclining coach seats. If a trip lasts long enough,
they may have "dinner in the diner."
"Post graduate" courses afforded youngsters in their
study of transportation also include tours of the rail
way's shops and yards. On tours, they get a closer
look at the giant diesel-electric locomotives with which
they are very familiar, occasionally being allowed to
climb into the cabs for an engineer's view of railroad
ing. They watch freight trains being made up and
see the work of various railroad specialists, about
whom they have studied.
Sometimes the order of learning about railroads
may be reversed, the trips and tours coming first. Then
Southern's railroad kits are handed out to students at
the end of an excursion.
For the Cub Scouts of America, the month of Janu
ary is set aside to study railroad transportation. Cub
Scout pack and den leaders write, telephone and visit
Southern's offices all over the System to request ma
terial on railroads and to ask if tours and trips can be
arranged. Of course, the railway is happy to cooper
ate when possible. In addition to supplying thou
sands of kits direct to Cub Scout leaders, Southern
sends kits for railway hosts to give out on such tours.
No one has estimated the number of people who
may be better informed about the Southern's part in
the development of the South, and more fully appre
ciate the importance of railroads generally, as a direct
result of the Pupil's Kit. But it is conceivable that
several million have seen the kits, allowing for the fact
that children show it to their families and friends.
To the Southern, the many expressions of approval
and appreciation from teachers and students alike
bring assurance that the kits "fill the bill" in helping
youngsters know more about the railway that "Serves
the South" and railroads generally. And the more
they learn now, the better they will understand the
railway's importance to the world of business, indus
try and national defense where these young people
will one day take their places.

Miss Lena Middleton,
fifth-grade teacher at
Sternberger School, in
troduces the Fund's Kit
to a group of her stu
dents by reading from a
pamphlet giving a brief
historical sketch of the
Southern Railway System.
The proud artist display
ing his painting of an
old-time train is Willard
White of Sternberger
School. He is one of the
several in his class and
in the class at Aycock
School who used the kit
as inspiration for "works
of art."

MEN OF
VISION
Excerpts from a speech made by
President Harry A. DeButts on
March 31 in Washington at a dinner
of the Newcomen Society in North
America honoring Southern
Railway System.

through the Ohio legislature in 1869 of an enabling act
by which a favorable vote of the citizens of the City
of Cincinnati would commit the city to the construc
tion of a railroad crossing the Ohio and extending
south to Chattanooga. He risked a reputation, spent
liberally of his own money and
gave unsparingly of his time to
assure successful completion of
A
the road,
•n
W
His vision—backed with acJ
tion—makes Cincinnati today
flNH
the owner of a property that
has returned more than 85 million dollars to the treasury of
the community since 1881. And
the property, operated under
lease by The Cincinnati, New
erguson
Orleans & Texas Pacific Rail
way Company, one of our Southern Railway System
lines, is today an asset of incalculable value to
Cincinnati.

There were many "men of vision" involved in the
development of the more than a hundred railroad lines
that were eventually to be comprised in the Southern
Railway Company which I first knew as a boy in the
Virginia Piedmont.
When I went to work for the Southern—and that was
only 22 years after the Company came into being—I
studied the careers of the men who had built the
Southern, and I was impressed, again and again, by
how their lives seemed to be woven with the same
common threads. Those threads were honesty, loy
alty, firm devotion to duty, and personal sacrifice.
The cynic has been described as one who never sees
a good quality in a man, and never fails to see a bad *
one.
How would the cynic explain Calvin Graves, one of
our "men of vision," who was Speaker of the North
Carolina Senate in 1849? A plaque on the wall of our
passenger station in Raleigh, North Carolina, placed
there in 1949 at the suggestion of the State of North
Carolina, tells of Calvin Graves in these words:
Attorney-at-law, Democrat, member of the state
House of Commons and state senator from Caswell
County. As Speaker of the Senate, 1849, he cast the
deciding vote in favor of chartering the North Caro
lina Railroad (now leased by the Southern Railway)
from Golclsboro to Charlotte, on which route this
station stands. By this courageous action, taken in
the public interest and against the announced position
of his political party, he sacrificed a promising politi
cal career and was never afterward elected to any
public office.

Then there was the penniless Confederate veteran,
William Harris Hardy, who returned to his home in
Mississippi, resumed a practice of law and devoted his
energies to causes important to
the rehabilitation and future
welfare of his state. Active in
the construction of the New
Orleans and Northeastern Rail
road Company, completed in
1884, and now a part of the
Southern Railway System, he
heard his proposal to enter New
Orleans over a 21-mile-long
bridge crossing Lake Pontchartrain derided as "Hardy's moon
W. H. Hardy
shine bridge." But engineers

The cynics also would be confounded by the story
of Edward A. Ferguson, sometimes called "Father of
the Cincinnati Southern." His great talents as a con
stitutional lawyer were applied to obtaining passage
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did build this then longest bridge in the world. Hardy
was vindicated. Hardy's son, acting as his biographer,
chose the title "No Compromise with Principle" for his
book. The entire history of the man—in law, in war,
in politics, in the railroad business—justified the choice.
In the building of the Western North Carolina Rail
road, between 1869 and 1890, one name leads all the
rest—Colonel Alexander B. Andrews. And I must con
dense to a few words a magnificent story of this man
who pledged his personal fortune and his credit to
assure his beloved state of the completion of this
mountain railroad which is now a part of the Southern.
When financial support was withdrawn by interested
parties, Colonel Andrews financed
and guaranteed
continuance without hope of
recovery but with an abound
ing faith in the road and the
need for it.
The cynic might remind us
that he got his money back. I
like to remember that he
pledged it in the honorable
spirit of the cavalry officer that
he was, under General J. E. B.
Stuart. He pledged it out of a
belief in railroads that endured
A. B. Andrews
through his life from the time
he entered railroad service during the building of the
Blue Ridge Railroad in 1859 until the time of his death
as first vice-president of the Southern Railway Com
pany in 1915.
First president of the Southern Railway was
Georgia-born Samuel Spencer, who in his early teens
served as a cavalryman under the great General
Nathan B. Forrest of "get there first with the most"
fame. After the war, he graduated from the Univer
sity of Georgia and later took a degree in Civil Engi
neering at the University of Virginia. Mr. Spencer
had a railroad career dating from 1872 which had
carried him to the presidency
of the Baltimore & Ohio in
1887. He left a position as vicepresident in charge of railroad
matters with Drexel, Morgan &
Co., to become our first presi
dent in 1894, and immediately
undertook the task of knitting
together and beginning to build
up the Southern. He obtained
many new and needed links to
fill gaps in its lines by the ac
Samuel Spencer
quisition through purchase or
lease of other railroads. His work was so impressive
that he was able to lay the foundation for what ap
peared to be a sound program of financing that would
enable uninterrupted improvement to be made.
His untimely death in a train wreck on the Southern
in December 1906 brought William Wilson Finley to
the presidency.

Mr. Finley was born in Pass Christian, Mississippi,
and began railroad service in 1873 on a railroad now
part of the Illinois Central System. In 1895 he be
came a vice-president of the Southern, and was presi
dent from 1906 to November 25, 1913.

sidered Mr. Harrison to be aloof and unapproachable
or, in the language of the street, "standoffish," because
he couldn't by nature unbend and mix freely with
his fellow men.

If Mr. Spencer's presidency was one of building,
Mr. Finley's may properly be termed one of keeping
the Southern's head above
water. The financial panic of
1907 completely disrupted the
plan for orderly growth and
consolidation contemplated by
Spencer. By early 1908 things
were in critical shape. Fairfax
Harrison, later to become presi
dent but then assistant to the
president, was dispatched to
New York to get money as and
where he could, to keep the
W. W. Finley
railroad going. Mr. Finley bent
his efforts in every way toward retrenchment, toward
control of expenses to remain within income. Dis
aster was avoided.

Whatever Mr. Harrison lacked in ability to "rub
shoulders" with those with whom he came in contact,
it was made up in full measure by his immediate suc
cessor, Ernest E. Norris, who
served as our president from
October, 1937, to December 31,
1951. To him goes the credit
for "humanizing" the Southern.
Where, under Mr. Harrison's
leadership, the president's office
cars gathered dust in a storage
shed, Mr. Norris kept their
wheels hot, spending two and
three weeks every month "on
the line" calling on shippers,
E. E. Norris
bankers, government officials,
newspapermen, and anyone else whose informed good
opinion was of value to the Southern. I won't go into
detail concerning his career, with which all of you are
familiar. But I do want to record that it was during
his presidency that the Southern bought, in 1941, the

Fairfax Harrison succeeded Mr. Finley and served
as Southern's president from December 1, 1913, to
October, 1937. Brilliant lawyer, scholar, railroader,
and son of the private secretary to President Jefferson
Davis of the Confederacy, President Harrison served
the Southern and the South well, and I am proud to
pay tribute to him tonight.
The company had been established in 1894, and
Harrison joined it as a young attorney on the staff
of President Samuel Spencer in
1896.
The prosperity and
growth of the Southern and the
South owe much to Mr. Har
rison. He devoted his life to
their service.
Of Mr. Harrison's many con
tributions to Southern, I would
put at or near the top his estab
lishment of our officer training
program. The program, revo
lutionary at the time and com
Fairfax Harrison
monplace in industry today,
was designed by Harrison to assure continuity in
management by men trained on Southern property
and imbued with the pride which no one could ex
press better than he. Because of that program the
Southern will never again have to look outside its
own ranks for its president. Indeed, we have so
much presidential material that five of our manage
ment school "graduates" are now presidents of other
Class I railroads.
As a member of one of the first of these training
courses, I can record that to the young trainees Mr.
Harrison was a patient counselor and a source of
inspiration and guidance. It was my experience and
observation that to them he was always available,
invariably friendly, and even companionable.
Unfortunately, there were many others who con-

Presidential
Medals of Honor

Fifty years ago the Congress of the United
States passed and President Theodore Roosevelt
signed an act designed "to promote the security
of travel upon railroads engaged in interstate
commerce, and to encourage the saviitg of life.
Under the provisions of this act, approved on
February 23, 1905, only 65 Presidential Medals
of Honor have been awarded in 50 years. Two
of the awards have gone to Southern Railway
men.
Robert S. Elrod, then a fireman and now a pro
moted engineer on the Charlotte division, re
ceived the award in 1937 from President Franklin
D. Roosevelt, James E. Dowell, brakeman on the
Appalachia division, received the award in 1950
from President Harry S. Truman.
Of the 65 Presidential Medals of Honor that
have been awarded, 56 have gone to railroad em
ployees and nine to persons not in railway serv
ice. These awards are designed to honor those

first road freight diesel built in the world, leading to
our complete dieselization in mid-1953. It was during
his presidency, too, that the Southern launched its
modernization program—a program in which the South
ern has invested more than $327 million since 1945.
He left an indelible mark on the pages of our corporate
history.
Since 1894 when the Southern Railway Company
was organized, we have never defaulted on a financial
obligation. In this respect, I believe we stand almost
alone, or at most in very small company, among the
railroads of the United States. We do have an under
standable pride in this achievement, and we are
pledged to do everything humanly possible to keep
that record unblemished.
With roots extending back to the first three rail
roads in the South to begin actual operations (roads
now incorporated in the company); able to match
man for man, development for development, first for
first with any American railroad, the Southern Rail
way Company and the lines with which it is affiliated
in the Southern Railway System owe a debt to its
men of vision.
•• •

individuals who exhibit extreme daring and en
danger their own lives in efforts to prevent acci
dents or protect life on railroad property.
The awards, however, are not conferred auto
matically on persons who perform such acts of
heroism but are made only after application to
and investigation by the Interstate Commerce
Commission. That explains why many deserving
railroaders fail to receive the honor.
Regulations governing the award of Presiden
tial Medals of Honor provide that "satisfactory
evidence of the facts upon the application is
based" must be in the form of affidavits made
by witnesses of good repute and standing, testi
fying of their own knowledge. These affidavits
must be accompanied by a certificate of a local
United States official to the effect that those
making the affidavits are reputable and credible
persons.
All such accounts and affidavits are presented
to the Interstate Commerce Commission, the
government agency named to receive and inves
tigate applications for these awards.
Of the 65 Medal of Honor awards approved
under this act, President Theodore Roosevelt
awarded 10, President Taft 4, President Wilson
8, President Harding 2, President Coolidge 6,
President Hoover 8, President Franklin Roose
velt 18, and President Truman 7. President
Eisenhower has awarded 2.

(At right) Harold C. Mauney, Southern
Railway's vice-president at New Orleans.

(At left) H. A. Marioneaux,
chief clerk to vice-president.

Southern's remodeled office building
and freight station at 1205 St. Louis
Street in New Orleans.

When Southern Railway's passenger trains operating
in and out of New Orleans began using the new Union
Passenger Terminal a year ago this week, the main
entrance doors to the railway's old terminal were
boarded up. The former Canal Street landmark in
the Crescent City became a station without trains.
For a time, some Southern offices remained in the
old building. But with abandonment of the old station
a certainty, plans had already been made to provide
new locations for the office of the vice-president and
our freight traffic organization at New Orleans who
would be "dispossessed" when the property was sold.
Several months before the final move to the new
terminal, extensive alterations were started at the
building on St. Louis Street (a few blocks away from
the Canal Street Station) which houses the offices of
the Southern's freight agent. On July 1 last year the
move was made.
To the visitor—in this case Ties' reporter, but in
many cases customers and good friends of the South
ern—the first apparent change is in the building en
trance with its heavy glass doors, the attractively
modern lobby beyond and the new automatic eleva
tor. But the remodeled third floor presents the greatest
surprise. Once a dim and dusty storage room, the
third floor now contains modern, well-lighted offices
for the vice-president and for the freight traffic de

partment at New Orleans. (Ties visited the office of
the vice-president this time, and hopes to call on the
freight traffic offices later.)
The grounds around the Southern's building on St.
Louis Street have been landscaped and its setting is
being made more attractive by the improvements
made to Basin Street. Tracks that formerly ran along
Basin Street into the old Canal Street Station have
been removed and the city is widening the street
and planning a flower-covered parkway in the center.
On the way to the office building, Ties reporter
saw and photographed the latter stages of the passing
of a landmark. Wrecking crews were busy demolish
ing the old station which the city of New Orleans had
bought and was tearing down to leave an open park
way along the center of Basin Street.
Bricks, rubble and dust littered the area that had
been the main waiting room. The train sheds and
most of the rear of the building were already de
molished. All that still stood were the heavy brick
and stone front and side walls and the steel girder
framework showing that the original station—like most
railroad structures—had been built to last.
Beneath a photograph of the wreckage published
in February, a New Orleans newspaper wrote the sta
tion's epitaph—a "mute tumble of concrete and wood,
a monument to the new progress of the city." • • *

(At right) D. O. Peart,

(Above) Mrs. Roy J.
Dupre, secretary to
vice-president.

(At right) End of the line for a famous Canal
Street landmark. Wrecking crews demolish
the Southern's old passenger terminal.

night at the navy yard and fireworks burst and glared
on the bluff opposite Madison Street.
With the grand ball at the Exchanges Building, the
visitors thronging the streets almost till dawn and the
triumphal arch at Main and Madison Streets aglow
with flickering gaslight, night became a colorful pre
lude to the ceremony to be held next day at the river.
Long before the appointed hour on May 2 people
swarmed over the bluff, the wharf and the decks of
river steamers—growing more and more restless as the
parade from Court Square failed to arrive. Finally the
marchers appeared with the Phoenix Fire Company
and their engine in the lead.
When the orators were finished, the fire engine went
into action. With firemen manning the engine and a
dignitary holding the nozzle, the muddy Father of
Waters and the Atlantic Ocean were officially united
by a spray of salt water that glittered like a shower of
diamonds as it burst from the nozzle and arched into
the Mississippi.
Following the ceremony there was an excursion up
the river in five palatial steamboats-a fitting close to
an eventful day. Later that evening there was a ban
quet where local newspapermen gathered with visiting
press representatives and other guests to toast the vari
ous states represented and the new railroad era that
was beginning.
With the departing guests, the spirit of what one
historian called "the greatest demonstration of popu
lar joy ever witnessed in the Mississippi Valley" spread
to other cities and they, too, staged celebrations.
Years later—on July 9, 1929, the historic "Marriage
of the Waters" was re-enacted. The occasion was a visit

to the city by the recently-completed full scale replica
of the "Best Friend of Charleston," first locomotive to
pull a train of cars in regular service in America. The
"Best Friend"—first locomotive owned by the South
Carolina Canal and Rail Road Company (one of the
links in the original Memphis to Charleston route)—
came to Memphis in the course of a South-wide tour
that started in Spencer, N. C., a month earlier.
Mayor Watkins Overton of Memphis did the honors
as host that day when Mayor Thomas P. Stoney of
Charleston arrived at the Southern Railway station
(one-time terminal of the Memphis and Charleston
Railroad) aboard the "Best Friend" and its train.
Mayor Stoney brought with him an appropriatelyinscribed, brass-bound barrel of ocean water from the
Atlantic to make the re-enactment complete. Memphis
—far removed in more than years from its wild young
days—turned out in force to recall the triumph of a
bygone century. Young people in period costume
filled the "Best Friend" and its train, helping bring
1857 to vivid life again. And there were a couple of
old men in the crowd who remembered a long-ago day
when as youngsters they thrilled to noise of the can
nons and the cheering of the crowds at the original
"Marriage of the Waters."
In a stagecoach once used in passenger transfer serv
ice on the Memphis and Charleston, the two mavors
rode to the city dock at the foot of Monroe Avenue.
There the barrel was opened and once again brine
from the Atlantic flowed into the broad Mississippi
in token of a South and a nation linked together with
ribbons of steel—8,000 miles of them in the Southern
0 0 0
Railway System alone.

(Above) When the full-scale replica of the
"Best Friend of Charleston" visited Memphis
in 1929 during a South-wide tour of the
Southern's lines, it provided the occasion
for a re-enactment of the famous "Marriage
of the Waters."
(At left) Mayor Watkins Overton of Mem
phis (in white suit) and Mayor Thomas P.
Stoney of Charleston made the 1929 reenactment complete by pouring a barrel of
Atlantic water into the Mississippi River.
(Above left) A drawing of the type of fire
engine in use at the time of the original
"Marriage of the Waters" ceremony.
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The
Stricklands
Father and Son
are engineers
on the
Columbia
Division

Even taking into consideration an age gap of 24
years, William Kelse Strickland, Sr., of Columbia,
S. C., and his eldest son and namesake outwardly
resemble each other only slightly.
Inwardly, however, they are, as alike as twin
brothers. Both pleasant and easy-going, they share a
love of the outdoors. On hot summer days you can
often find them bouncing along some rutted back road
in a sun-faded, prewar model Hudson, in search of a
promising fishing spot.
A closer indication of their kindred nature lies in
the occupations they have chosen. Both are locomo
tive engineers on the Southern's Columbia division.
On occasion, these occupational and recreational
bonds between father and son raise a mild, halfjoking complaint from non-railroading and non-fishing
members of the large Strickland family (altogether
there are four sons and four daughters—five are
married).
At Christmas when the Stricklands gather at the
parents' home for their annual family reunion, they
exchange news about other relatives and mutual
friends as most families do. But, as one member of
the family remarked, "Dad and Kelse go off in a
corner and talk railroading and fishing."
Kelse, as William Strickland, Jr., is called by his
family and friends, has a growing family of his own.
One of his brothers kids him about having more
"bosses" at home than he does at his job with the

Southern. His three children are girls, ages 12, 14
and 16. Kelse won't admit that he takes a subordinate
role at home, but will grant that these young ladies
do a fair job of "bossing the family clothes budget."
The head of the Strickland family lives with his
wife and a son and daughter in a suburban Columbia
home he bought 15 years ago. His large corner lot
provides Mr. Strickland with plenty of ground for
gardening, a hobby he ranks second only to fishing.
Several varieties of fruit trees compete with a flower
and vegetable garden for the Southern engineer's
leisure hours. Mr. Strickland confines his vegetable
seeding to only a few of the hardier crops nowadays.
Severe droughts in Columbia, and South Carolina
generally, have discouraged any extensive vegetable
planting.
One "crop" comes in for some special attention.
Particularly at fishing time. Several years ago the
senior Strickland built a fish pond in the side yard
and stocked it with goldfish. Shortly after, he de
cided to put his fish pond to a more practical use. He

The Stricklands at home. Seated,
Mr. arid Mrs. William K. Strick
land, Sr., and year-old Karen
Elizabeth, daughter of their son
Robert. Standing, left to right:
Mrs. G. G. Moore (daughter), Wil
liam K. Strickland, Jr., and Mrs.
Moore's daughter Gienda; Daniel
Strickland, Mrs. Robert Strickland,
and Robert Strickland; and Wil
liam, Jr.'s family—daughters Ann
and Carolyn, his wife, and daugh
ter Mary Elaine.

As the fourth Strickland to become a Southern Rail
way engineer, Kelse was under no illusion that he
would have no work to do at his chosen occupation.
But, he knew from experience that railroading is
rewarding in many ways. As soon as he graduated
from high school in 1938 he applied for and got a job
as a hostler helper at the Southern's shop in Colum
bia. A year later he was a road fireman and rose to
engineer in 1945.
While he was a fireman, Kelse was able to get some
instruction on operating a locomotive from someone
who was personally interested in his future. The
younger Strickland made a number of runs with his
father sitting across the cab at the throttle.
Although none of the other Strickland boys-Robert,
Frank and Daniel-have decided, so far, to follow
their father's and oldest brother's example, two are
employed by companies "related" to the Southern
Railway by virtue of having the same first
name.
One works for Southern Bell Telephone Company and
the other for Southern Plastics. The third, Frank, is
a non-commissioned officer in the Air Force.
Mr. Strickland has passed on to his children, by
example, a deep sense of family responsibility. Four
of the married sons and daughters are buying homes.
All finished high school except the youngest son, and
he plans to resume his schooling in the near future.

"planted" some minnows in the cement-bottomed
pool and now "grows" his fishing bait.
The minnows also provide him with a sort of home
spun "fishing-time barometer." Mr. Strickland says
that when they start swimming along near the surface
of the water, it's time to haul out his fishing gear.
Their surfacing indicates that fish are biting in nearby
rivers and streams.
Mr. Strickland's attraction to gardening could be a
throwback to his childhood days. He grew up on a
farm only five miles from the Southern's line at
Belton, S. C.
As a youngster, when he rode into town with his
parents and two brothers, the parents would go shop
ping while the boys ambled over to the railway station
to watch the trains come in. The three boys would
talk for hours afterward about how fine it would be
to ride around the country all day long in a huge,
proud-looking steam engine.
They didn't want to be engineers, particularly.
Stacked against the seemingly endless, -back-breaking
chores of farm life, the fireman s job seemed much
the better of the two.
"The firemen used to sit in the cab and wave to
the kids and whistle at the pretty girls as the trains
went through town," Mr. Strickland recalls with a
smile. "They didn't seem to do any work and that
appealed to us farm boys."
Disillusionment came a little later when all three
Strickland brothers landed jobs as firemen.
They
learned that the fireman did, indeed, sit in the cab
going through town. But as soon as the train left town
he went back to the seemingly endless, back-breaking
chore of shoveling coal into the firebox.
Eventually, the three boys became engineers, all
on the Southern's Columbia division. William began
as fireman in June, 1922, and became engineer in 1926.
Barney retired in 1950 and L. B. died recently.

In service to their country, too, the family is well
represented. Besides the son now in the Air Force, a
son-in-law is with the Air Force in Florida. One of
the other boys served with the Army in Korea and
another is a member of the Air National Guard.
Kelse is the only railroader among William Strick
land's children. Since he is so much like his father,
some would say it's only natural that he would "fol
low in his father's footsteps." But it would be fairer
to say that the engineer son and his engineer father
are now "striding side-by-side."
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The box car pictured here is another step in that
direction. It is one of the first cars of a $10 million
order for 1,150 new 50-ton steel box cars being built
for the Southern by Pullman-Standard Car Manufac
turing Company.
Last month in New Orleans during the quarterly
meeting of the Southeast Shippers Advisory Board,
the manufacturer placed one of these new Southern
cars on display. Shippers had a chance to see for
themselves the nailable steel floor, four-foot steel in
terior lining and new "easv-ride" trucks with which
these cars are equipped. From literature available in
the car they learned about the added features of
cushion underframes and roller bearings which will
be built into 200 of these cars to be used in assigned
service. And they were invited to send their com
ments and suggestions about the cars to D. W. Brosnan, Southern's vice-president (Operation). The re
sponse indicated that shippers were pleased with this
car and the effort to better protect their products.

Loss and damage to freight shipments—and prin
cipally damage—gave Southern Railway System a 3Jjmillion-dollar headache in 1954. To be exact, we paid
out $3,681,246 to settle claims from customers whose
freight we lost or damaged—and damaged freight ac
counted for more than 95 per cent of the total.
Every dollar represents waste and reflects unfavor
ably on our skill and care as railroaders. The trouble
is that these dollars, which the railway could ill afford
to spare in a year of declining traffic and revenues,
didn't make any of our customers happy. They wanted
to receive freight shipments safely, not to have to file
damage claims against the railroad.
That's why shippers are eager to join with railroad
ers in working to make April "Perfect Shipping
Month." It is the month when special emphasis is
given to what is actually an all-year campaign to pro
mote careful handling of freight shipments and to cut
down the useless waste of money and goods that
damaged freight represents.
Shippers cooperate by designing improved packag
ing to protect freight in transit and by attention to
careful loading. Railroads and railroaders give special
care to loading, bracing, blocking and bulkheading,
and the yard handling of cars. Railroads and car
builders attempt to design freight equipment that will
give the greatest protection to shipments on the rails.

These new cars have been designed to give our
customers' freight the safest possible ride. How well
they succeed in doing it is squarely up to each one of
us. The best safeguard for railroad freight shipments
is something that can't be designed or built into a
car. It is the good judgment, skill and care of each
trained railroader.

A new 50-ton steel box car, one of 1,150 being built for the Southern, was displayed in New Orleans last month so that
members of the Southeast Shippers Advisory Board would have an opportunity to examine it dunng their recent meeting.
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The Southern Railway
Symphony Orchestra, Char
lotte, N. C., in 1922. Back
row, left to right: H. V.
Potter, P. F. Parrish, E. E.
Baker, F. C. Markwater,
Parks Ritch, H. B. Rollins,
P. M. Irwin, and H. F.
League. Middle row: C.
F. Fisher, Roy Langston,
Louis Bennett, O. E. Worley, W. R. Combs, M. J.
Lester, A. F. Bartlett, and
J. N. Owens. Front row:
W. M. Allen, H. V. Brockman, R. C. Bittle, and M.
S. Kyles. Several of the
men pictured here are still
with the Southern.

The Southern's yard and
station at Danville, Ky.,
looked like this in 1907.
Milton J. Durham of Dan
ville sent TIES the picture.

Built in 1877, the Cincin
nati Southern Railway
Bridge across the Ohio
River was a single-track
structure consisting of 11
spans. The bridge, con
necting Cincinnati, Ohio,
and Ludlow, Ky., was re
built in 1921-22 and dou
ble track was put into
service in October, 1922.

This remarkably clear photo
graph of a Southern engine was
taken at the railway's South
Richmond (Va.) yard sometime
during 1894 or 1895. The
fashionably dressed engineer
was William C. Fear.
Birmingham division
derrick and crew in
1910. Engineer A. C.
Carroll is on the der
rick. The others, left
to right,
are: T. L.
Mauldin, foreman; Ed
Askew, fireman;
Ben
Robinson, cook; and
groundmen Gus John
son, Ed Robinson, Ed
Johnson, and Arthur
Robinson. The pho
tograph was loaned to
TIES by W. T. Har
per, who retired re
cently as yardmaster
for the Southern at
Birmingham, Ala.

In 1907, work was
well under way on
the building of the
Southern's extensive
Chalmette docks in
New Orleans.
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New Director of the CNO & TP

Potomac Yard—the North and South gateway freight
yard near Washington, D. C., used by the Southern and
a number of other railroads—contains 115 miles of track
age. More than 70 freight trains, consisting of 3,700
loaded cars, are inspected, serviced and switched in the
yard each day on the average.

••
Gordon P. Street, presiI dent, The Wheland ComH pany, Chattanooga, Tenn.,
I has been elected a director
|pHIof the Cincinnati, New OrI leans and Texas Pacific
I Railway, one of the lines in
Southern Railway System.
^Mtm
ln addition to being pres^
ident of Wheland, which
is one
G. P. Street
nation's larg
est and most modern pro
duction foundries, Mr Street is one of the principal
owners of Street Rros. Machine Company and has ex
tensive interests in oil and gas production and explo
ration in the Southwest. His other directorships include
the American National Bank and Trust Company,
Chattanooga, Tenn., and Chattanooga Gas Company.
He is a past president of the Chattanooga Manufac
turers' Association and is active in a number of civic
and business organizations.
° * *

How much is a mile of railroad worth? If you look at
it from the viewpoint of how much is invested in the aver
age mile of railroad in the United States, the answer is
about $148,000.
Of this sum, $92,000 is in tracks, yards, buildings, shops
and other fixed property, and $56,000 is in locomotives
and cars.

*

THEY ALSO SERVE—Philip E. Provins, Southern's
commercial agent at Baltimore, Md., was recently
elected to the board of directors of the Baltimore
Traffic Club for a two-year term.
Roy E. Rogers, chief clerk to executive general
agent at Birmingham, Ala., has been elected president
of the Railroad Chief Clerk's Club of Birmingham.
Hayward D. Luckett, Jr., commercial agent at
Savannah, Ga., recently became a member of the
board of governors of the Savannah Traffic Club for
a two-year term.
David L. Ross, chief clerk to division freight agent
at Sheffield, Ala., has been elected second vice-presi
dent of the North Alabama Traffic Club.

Safety Contests Winners
Are Announced for 1954
Based on the lowest casualty figures per million
man-hours worked within their respective groups dur
ing the 12 months of 1954, the following are the
winners of the President's Trophy and Vice-President's
Trophies in the Southern Railway System's annual
safety contests.
Eastern Lines won the President's Trophy.
Vice-President's Trophies go to the mechanical
department at Knoxville; to the maintenance of way
and structures department of Central Lines, and to
the stores department of Western Lines.
Also among the winners of Vice-President's Trophies
were the Charlotte signal and electrical department
and the Charlotte communications department.
In the three division groups, top safety honors in
1954 were won by Danville division in Group 1, the
Georgia Southern and Florida Railway in Group 2,
and the Chattanooga Terminal in Group 3.
Six Southern shops wound up in the winners' circle
in the 1954 contests—Knoxville, Tenn.; Alexandria,
Va.; Memphis, Tenn.; Asheville, N. C.; Meridian,
Miss., and Charleston, S. C. The last five had clear
records for the year.
Although the System ratio of the number of cas
ualties per million man-hours worked in 1954 reflected
an 18.18 per cent reduction from the 1953 figure,
Southern's "accent on safety" in thinking, planning
and working will go on so long as there is even one
personal injury anywhere on Southern Railway. * * *

W
In Jasper, Alberta, eight black bears took up winter
quarters under a platform adjoining the Canadian Na
tional Railways stores building.
The bears discovered they could make a cozy winter
home by ripping the insulation from a steam pipe under
the platform and evidently decided to avail themselves of
"squatters' rights."
Game wardens said bears are vicious during the hiber
nating season and warned against evicting them. They
said the bears would leave of their own accord when
warm weather set in.

K
As recognition of his longtime and active association
with Rotary Clubs, James Edward Fitzwilson, former
vice-president of the Southern at New Orleans, will
receive a Rotary pin with emblem and diamond center
from members of the club at Pass Christian, Miss.,
where Mr. Fitzwilson now lives.
Mr. Fitzwilson retired in 1940 after 51 years of
railway service.
20

*

Using "care of possessions" as the subject for a
recent column, Dr. Herbert Spaugh, who writes in
the Charlotte (N. C.) News, chose as an example
"the careful and efficient way in which the mechanical
department of the Southern cares for and maintains its
locomotives."
Dr. Spaugh expressed amazement at the great
mileage Southern Railway diesel locomotives perform
and said, "If we took care of our automobiles as care
fully as the Southern takes care of its locomotives, the
mileage they would deliver would be beyond our
imagination."

CONFIDENT LIVING

Southern Railway's freight traffic department in
Jacksonville, Fla., moved on April 1 to new and mod
ern offices on the second floor of the railway's freight
station at 621 East Bay Street. The offices have been
located at 912 Lynch Building.
Shippers seeking information about rates, routes,
or other freight traffic matters, will find the Southern's
welcome mat out at the new location. "We invite you
to 'come up and see us' anytime," says J. S. Culpepper,
Southern's executive general agent.

By Norman Vincent Peale

How to be an Enthusiastic Person
had fired him for being lazy. Projected upward by this
I have been reading a fascinating book by Frank
enthusiasm, two years later he was playing major league
Bettger, who is said to be one of the greatest insurance
ball, second baseman for the St. Louis Cardinals. As
salesmen in the country. Bettger talks about the prin
he points out, "Nothing in the world did it but boundless
ciples of selling, but his book contains one of the best
enthusiasm."
lessons in enthusiasm I have ever seen.
When the time came for him to leave baseball, he
This man didn't start out selling insurance. Instead,
decided to go into life insurance. He knew he had
he was a baseball player and his first job was with a
to be enthusiastic about a business which, up to then,
Class D league team. He lost that job, not because he
had left him cold. He told himself that selling life
couldn't play ball well, but because the manager thought
insurance was the greatest calling known to man and
he was too lazy and unenthusiastic to make good.
that people needed it as much as they did their daily
Bettger drifted around for a while and then got an
bread. And he told his prospects they couldn't afford
other chance in professional baseball with a team in
to let another minute go by without buying a new life
New Haven. There he became friendly with one of the
insurance policy. In no time at all, he was breaking
older players and confided in him that he hadn't been
sales records through enthusiasm.
able to get ahead in baseball because he had a reputa
How do you feel about your job? Is it just routine,
tion for being lazy. "Well," the other man said, no
or is it to your mind the greatest opportunity in the
one knows you up here in New Haven. When you get
world? You may be saying to yourself as you read
out on that field the first day, why don't you act as
this that I don't know your job—it's pretty ordinary.
though you were the alivest man in the world? Quit
Ordinary? Who made it ordinary? With real enthusi
telling yourself you're slow and lazy. Act as though you
asm, you can clothe it with glory. Love it, think about
were bursting with enthusiasm."
it, get excited about it. Soon your whole life will
When Bettger went out on the field that same after
overflow with vitality and power and your job that you
noon, he took his friend's good advice. Although it was
thought dull and ordinary will become fascinating.
a hundred degrees in the shade, he went round those
Then you will find new opportunities in it.
bases like greased lightning. He acted like a man pos
So, if you want enthusiasm and vitality, live as
sessed. He threw the ball so fast it burned the hands
though you have them. You have tremendous values
of his team mates. And, one time at bat, he got to first
safely, went on to slide into second with such force that
within yourself. Does not the Bible tell you, "The king
the baseman dropped the ball, managed to do the same
dom of God is within you." What is the kingdom of
God? Health, happiness, power, vitality, strength,
at third, and so got a home run on a single!
beauty, glory and every other wonderful thing that is
He was like a demon on the loose. The next day the
inside each of us. If you aren't living as though you
New Haven papers said that there had never been such a
have them, you're not living up to yourself. You've got
dynamo of enthusiasm on the New Haven diamond. The
what it takes—remember that and act accordingly. Be
fans began to call him "Pep" Bettger.
enthusiastic.
Bettger sent these clippings back to the manager who
(Copyright ttfS, Pott-Hall Syndicate. Ine
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There'! an interesting explanation of the word "grape
vine/' in itj slang sense, in the house magazine of the
Champion Paper and Fibre Company. This is it:

CORN

"Almost one hundred years ago a telegraph line,
attached to trees, was set up between Virginia City,
Nevada, and Placerville, California. In time, the wire
became loose and lay on the ground like loops of trailing
wild grapevine and when, during the Civil War, telegraph
lines were used by troops they were dubbed grapevine
telegraphs. In those days, reports via telegraph were
often false and conflicting. So, the name, shortened to
grapevine, became synonymous with the spread of gossip

WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT
RAILROADS? Here's a chance to
test your knowledge about subjects
of general interest to railroaders.
See how many questions you can
answer then check the results with
the correct answers at the bottom.
Score yourself as follows: 4 or less
—Poor; 5-6—Good; 7-8—Excellent;
9-10—Superior.

January was "Railroad Month" for the Cub Scouts
of America and railroads throughout the country co
operated by maintaining "open house" for the junior
scouts. The youngsters and their leaders swarmed
through passenger stations, traffic control centers, dis
patchers' offices and many other intriguing places that
would hardly be accessible otherwise.
The Southern also complied with many requests
from Cub Scout packs and individuals for its popular
r
"Pupil's Kit."

1. What is the meaning of the letter "f" placed before
a time figure in a railway timetable—fast time, freight
station, or flag stop?
2. What is a home signal—a signal at the entrance of
a route or block to govern trains entering that route or
block, or any signal giving a homebound train a green
light?
3. There are more than 50,000 tank cars on the
American railroads bearing the letters UTLX. To what
company do they belong?
4. What are bonded rails—trust equipment certifi
cates, rails connected by copper wires to carry electric
current, or railroads having a bonded debt?

Southern Appoints R. B. Curry

on the Southern

Preble

E. W. PREBLE is now mechanical engi
neer at Washington, D. C. A native of
Danville, Va., Mr. Preble was born on
May 22, 1905. Entering the employ of
the Southern in March, 1939, as assistant
mechanical engineer at Ludlow, Ky., he
later served in that capacity at Chatta
nooga, Tenn., Birmingham, Ala., and
Spencer, N. C. Furloughed for military
service in April, 1941, he returned to the
railway as assistant shop engineer at
Washington in February, 1946.
CHARLES M. LUMPKIN, whose ap
pointment as assistant track supervisor at
Eutaw, Ala., was announced in the March
issue, was bom on January 14, 1932, at
Carriere, Miss. He began his service with
the railway as a section laborer on the
NO&NE in March, 1950, and became as
sistant foreman six months later. In No
vember, 1951, he advanced to foreman

on the NO&NE and since July, 1953, has
been bulldozer operator.
JAMES B. MALLORY, JR., whose ap
pointment as track supervisor at Orange
burg, S. C., was announced in the March
issue was bom at Statesville, N. C., on
July 13, 1926. Beginning his employment
with the Southern in November, 1951, as
blueprinter in the office of chief engineer,
MW&S, at Charlotte, N. C., he became
rodman there in July, 1952. He was made
student apprentice at Richmond, Va., in
November, 1952, and advanced to track
supervisor at Greensboro, N. C., in No
vember, 1953.
ROBERT F. REUBUSH, JR., has been
appointed assistant shop engineer at
Washington, D. C.
THOMAS L. SYKES has been made tool
design engineer at Washington, D. C.

DR. CAREFUL PRESCRIBES THE CURE

6. Is the Railway Express Agency owned by the pub
lic, by all railroads, or by railroads on which it
operates?
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7. What is a hostler on a railroad—a man who sells
papers on a train, one who operates locomotives at
shops and terminals, or one who tends a gate where
two railroads intersect?
8. Who is the consignee—the person to whom a ship
ment is made or the person who ships the goods?
9. What does a locomotive whistle of two long, one
short and one long blast mean—approaching a station,
application of brakes, or approaching a public cross
ing at grade?

R.B.Curry
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w commercial
EUGENE JARRELL has become fore
man electricians at Atlanta, Ga.
CLIFFORD S. SMITH, JR., has been
made assistant foreman electricians at At
lanta, Ga.

"4M4W!
For help to passengers:
Mrs. Mary M. Hague, information and
ticket clerk, Washington, D. C.
Rufus H. Lawrence, division passenger
agent, Jacksonville, Fla.
Wilson A. Moore, conductor, Meridian,
Miss.
Miss Frances McRae, information and
ticket clerk, New York, N. Y.
Perry A. Schumpert, general passenger
agent, New York, N. Y.
Miss Carolyn Foley, train passenger rep
resentative-hostess, Cincinnati, Ohio.

10. What is the railway mileage of the United States
—about 200,000 miles, 225,000 miles, or 250,000 miles?
Curry advanced from V^ 1942 t0 1945' Mr"
in various hSd STfito lieutenant colonel
ment. He is noJaJ5in the War DepartDsPartment
the U. S. Army Rese^e.'"

OLIVER H. SMART, JR., has become
assistant shop engineer at Washington,
D. C.

For on-the-job or off-the-job watchful
ness in the interest of safety:
Logan W. Boyd, brakeman, Atlanta, Ga.
James A. Cawthorn, engineer, Atlanta,
Ga.
James G. Ferrell, flagman, Atlanta, Ga.
John A. Roberts, fireman, Atlanta, Ga.
William F. Thomas, conductor, Atlanta,
Ga.
James R. Hardin, operator, Rockmart, Ga.
Ora E. McRill, retired section foreman,
Sims, III.
Cecil L. Conner, operator, Clinton, Tenn.
Adam D. Hope, extra gang laborer,
Greeneville, Tenn.
Richard Lawson, section man, Harriman,
Tenn.
Walter B. Murr, section foreman, Johnson
City, Tenn.
Harry C. Davis, brakeman, Knoxville,
Tenn.

5. In railroad terms, what is a superior train—a train
with streamlined equipment, a train having a sched
uled speed of a mile a minute, or a train having
precedence over another train in operations?

As New Assistant Comptroller
Robert B. Curry of Wash
ington, D. C., has been appointed to the newly-created position of assistant
comptroller of Southern
Railway System, with headquarters at Washington.
Prior to his appointment
with Southern Railway, Mr.
Curry was for the' past
seven years assistant director (business operations)
of Johns Hopkins Applied

"1 1

For aiding shipper customers:
Barnie F. Carter, commercial agent, At
lanta, Ga.
Robert C. Reber, chief rate clerk, Rich
mond, Va.
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EpMliSIOTlKm
The following employees of the Southern Railway
System have left service after filing applications
with the Railroad Retirement Board for the bene
fits to which they are entitled. The accumulated
experience and knowledge of the veterans will be
missed especially—their loyal and efficient service
through the years has helped make the Southern
that serves the South a great railroad.

Benjamin Hoyt Hill, traveling auditor,
Atlanta, Ga., entered service 1907, retired
Jan. 1, 1955.
Charles Everett Moore, clerk, Wash
ington, D. C., entered service 1905, retired
Feb. 1, 1955.
Charleston
Nella Polite, trucker, entered service
1912, retired Jan. 20, 1955.
Milton Hampton, laborer, entered service
1919, retired Jan. 30, 1954.
William Green, laborer, entered service
1925, retired Feb. 1, 1954.
David Leslie Betts, conductor, entered
service 1906, retired Feb. 8, 1955.
Charlotte
William Pyron Mason, clerk, entered serv
ice 1918, retired Aug. 3, 1954.
Irwin Rea Todd, yard engineer, entered
service 1919, retired Feb. 1, 1955.
Luther Owen Miller, conductor, entered
service 1903, retired Feb. 8, 1955.
Columbia
Dan D. Pate, chauffeur, entered service
1928, retired Jan. 2, 1954.
Lautchlin Bethune Johnson, engineer, en
tered service 1911, retired Feb. 4, 1955.
Danville
Lucy Reid Dunlap, coach cleaner, entered
service 1927, retired Dec. 4, 1953.
Edward Baxter Wrike, agent-telegrapher,
entered service 1942, retired Aug. 19,
1954.
Fleming Rose, freight handler, entered
service 1919, retired Nov. 22, 1954.
Carlyle Sullivan Julian, switchman, en
tered service 1919, retired Dec. 16, 1954.
Riley Erskin Edmundson, freight carman,
entered service 1912, retired Jan. 14,
1954.
Hayne Car Shop
George Beasley, freight car repairer, en
tered service 1921, retired Dec. 8, 1953.
Washington
Frank Humes Dobson, boilermaker helper,
entered service 1914, retired May 5, 1953.
Columbia Union Station Co.
David Winn Mcintosh, stationmaster, en
tered service 1922, retired Feb. 16, 1955.
Appalachia
Charlie L. Parker, extra gang foreman,

entered service 1910, retired Dec. 14,
1954.
Asheville
Lloyd Earl Hedrick, B&B mechanic, en
tered service 1916, retired July 25, 1953.
William Robert Crisp, section laborer, en
tered service 1917, retired July 17, 1954.
Atlanta
James Elbert Marion, Sr., machinist
helper, entered service 1912, retired Oct.
5, 1954.
F. L. Hardman, B&B foreman, entered
service 1913, retired Dec. 4, 1954.
Cyrus Rusk Palmer, engine carpenter, en
tered service 1918, retired Feb. 1, 1955.

RETIRED EMPLOYEES, who no long
er share in the regular at-work distri
bution of TIES, can still receive the
magazine each month. TIES will be
sent to any retired employee at his or
her home address upon receipt of a
postal card giving the employee's name
and home address and the date of retire
ment. Send it to B. E. Young, Assistant
to the President, Washington 13, D. C.

John W. Dunbar Moodie, clerk, entered
service 1920, retired Feb. 21, 1955.
B. H. Moss, section foreman, entered
service 1920, retired Feb. 21, 1955.
George Wilson Davis, foreman electri
cians, entered service 1939, retired Feb.
24, 1955.
Knoxville
Clifton Seaton Combs, clerk, entered
service 1926, retired June, 1954.
Lewis P. Wilson, laborer, entered service
1943, retired Dec. 9, 1954.
Albert Witt Brummett, conductor, en
tered service 1928, retired Jan. 14, 1955.
Orville D. Daniel, carman, entered serv
ice 1914, retired Feb. 1, 1955.
David Luke Allen, switchman, entered
service 1917, retired Feb. 3, 1955.
Arthur R. Milner, boilermaker, entered
service 1939, retired Feb. 8, 1955.
Isaac Rhodes, laborer, entered service
1944, retired Feb. 28, 1955.

Mobile
Noah Henton Thompson, conductor, en
tered service 1907, retired Feb. 3, 1955.
William Edward Jones, clerk-telegrapher,
entered service 1939, retired Feb. 4, 1955.
James Patrick Adams, engineer, entered
service 1912, retired Feb. 11, 1955.
NO&NE
Thomas Hall, machinist helper, entered
service 1917, retired June 23, 1954.
George Pinkney Owens, boilermaker, en
tered service 1910, retired June 24, 1954.

St. Louis-Louisville
Edward F. Shine, engineer, entered serv
ice 1913, retired Oct. 1, 1954.
Meridian Terminal Co.
Clinton Logan Holliday, telegrapher, en
tered service 1919, retired Jan. 26, 1955.
(Incorrectly shown under Charlotte di
vision in the March issue.)
Laurie Connor Furman, conductor, en
tered service 1906, retired Sept. 1, 1952.

AGS
Lonzo Brooks Payne, extra gang foreman,
entered service 1919, retired Dec. 1, 1954.
Floyd Preston Gressett, section foreman,
entered service 1919, retired Dec. 11,
1954.
Zeb Buxton Little, B&B carpenter, en
tered service 1930, retired Dec. 15, 1954.
John Vann Callahan, yardmaster, entered
service 1912, retired Feb. 1, 1955.
CNO&TP
Robert Samuel Hollingsworth, secretary,
entered service 1921, retired Feb. 1, 1954.
Clarence William Dicks, carman, entered
service 1913, retired Feb. 10, 1955.
Fred Sunbrock, laborer, entered service
1943, retired Feb. 22, 1955.

Memphis
John Jones, retired crossing watchman,
died Jan. 15, 1955.
Ernest Hicks Inman, pipefitter, died Feb.
7, 1955.
Carl Jefferson Blanton, trainman, died
Feb. 12, 1955.
William Morris Mefford, retired block
operator, died Feb. 22, 1955.
CNO&TP
Robert Clinton Campbell, electrician, died
Feb. 25, 1955.

Memphis
Jeff Brown, hostler helper, entered serv
ice 1921, retired Feb. 7, 1955.
William Ceser Hunt, boilermaker helper,
entered service 1915, retired Feb. 7, 1955.

James H. Estes, retired boilermaker
helper, died Feb. 15, 1955.
Slay Elbert Satterfield, fireman, died Feb.
16, 1955.
Horace Maynard Combs, retired watch
man, died Feb. 19, 1955.

John Victor Walker, retired clerk, Atlanta,
Ga. died Jan. 1, 1955.
John Charles McDermott, wire chieftelegrapher, St. Louis, Mo., died Feb. 11,
1955.
William Wesley Cole, -signal maintainer,
Chattanooga, Tenn. died Feb. 13, 1955.
Wilbur Jackson Heflin, retired clerk, At
lanta, Ga., died Feb. 16, 1955.
William M. Todd, retired tie and timber
inspector, Washington, D. C. died Feb.
19, 1955.
Cornelius Jacoby, valuation engineer,
Washington, D. C., died March 9, 1955.
Thomas Ernest Thurman, supervisor of
Freight Claims, Chattanooga, Tenn., died
March 14, 1955.
William Joseph Lee, assistant general
freight claim agent, Chattanooga, Tenn.,
died March 20, 1955.
Charleston
James Alex Rosemond, retired electrician,
died Feb. 10, 1955.
Moses Washington Lockhart, roadway
laborer, died Feb. 17, 1955.
Charlotte
Charles Matthew Bauskett, retired ma
chinist, died Jan. 5, 1955.
Will Gordon, fireman, died Jan. 17, 1955.
John Young Douglas, retired train porter,
died Jan. 19, 1955.
Columbia
Ben Pleasant Adams, stationary fireman,
died Feb. 7, 1955.

Charles Ernest Taylor, retired engineer,
died Feb. 19, 1955.
Washington
Robert Page Woodson, gang laborer, died
Jan. 27, 1955.
Robert Bruce Cheatwood, engineer, died
Feb. 4, 1955.
Warner Wood McCauley, retired train
man, died Feb. 15, 1955.
Artie Lee Overstreet, retired car repairer
helper, died Feb. 17, 1955.
Durham Union Station Co.
Edward Hicks, retired porter, died Jan.
2, 1955.
Appalachia
Isaac Shuttle, retired laborer, died Dec.
21, 1954.
D. C. Dickert, retired road foreman of
engines, died Feb. 8, 1955.
Asheville
Marvin Bishop Hall, retired conductor,
died Feb. 2, 1955.
Ernest Holcombe, yard engineer, died
Feb. 2, 1955.
Edgar Vance Cloninger, retired conduc
tor, died Feb. 9, 1955.
William James Nesbitt, retired train
porter, died Feb. 7, 1955.
Lonnie Sumner, retired dispatcher, died
Feb. 16, 1955.
Felmon Winston Biddix, yard fireman,
died Feb. 23, 1955.

Danville
Charles James Wright, retired clerk- tele
grapher, died Dec. 23, 1954.
Will Earl, coach cleaner, died Feb. 15,
1955.
George Washington Jackson, train mail
handler, died Feb. 16, 1955.
Clarence DeWitt Thaxton, yard engineer,
died Feb. 18, 1955.

Atlanta
Isaac Johnnie Johnson, retired blacksmith
helper, died Jan. 25, 1955.
Grady Collier, machinist helper, died
Feb. 1, 1955.
William Robert Spinks, retired machinist
helper, died Feb. 1, 1955.
Arvil James Johnson, carman, died Feb.
13, 1955.
James Bertchard Baggarly, retired general
foreman car repairs, died Feb. 14, 1955.

Richmond
Silas Pierson Critzer, retired boilermaker,
died Feb. 15, 1955.
William Henry Eley, retired freight
handler, died Feb. 19, 1955.

Knoxville
Alfred A. Sharp, retired car repairer,
died Dec. 29, 1954.
Ivan Dennis Van Huss, retired conductor,
died Feb. 8, 1955.
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Mobile
Major Samuel, section laborer, died Feb.
6, 1955.
Nat White, retired engineer, died Feb.
10, 1955.
NO&NE
William Albert Stephenson, retired chief
dispatcher, died Jan. 19, 1955.
St. Louis-Louisville
Henry Arthur McRill, retired track super
visor, died Feb. 17, 1955.
Birmingham Terminal Co.
Gus Shivers, mail separator, died Jan. 6,
1955. (Incorrectly shown under Charlotte
division in the March issue.)
Albemarle
William Ed Kearns, retired section la
borer, died Feb. 20, 1955.
Charles Haywood Keller, retired section
foreman, died Feb. 16, 1955.
Martinsville
Jacob Calvin Mayhew, retired section
foreman, died Feb. 28, 1955.

SOCIETY

or SHINER ,

"Last night," the young chap told his
friend, "I had the sweetest girl in my car!
When we came to a lonely place I wanted
to kiss her, but she said, 'I'd like to see
the stars when you kiss me. Why don't
you take the top down?' So after working
an hour I finally got the top down and..."
"An hour?" interrupted his friend.
"Why, I don't need more than two min
utes for that."
"I know," said the first, "but you have
a convertible."

Although you can't take it with
you, the government is letting you
keep it a month longer this year.

A man in a small Southern town left
a jug of whisky at the corner store until
he had done an errand. To identify it, he
took a six of spades card from an old
deck, wrote his name on it and pinned it
to the cork.
Upon his return two hours later he
found the jug gone. "What happened to
my whisky?" he demanded.
The proprietor replied, "A feller came
along with the seven of spades, said it
beat the six, and took the jug."

Mrs. Norah Mulvaney, on this fine St.
Patrick's Day, met her friend Mrs. Bridget
Carr, who carried her twelfth child in her

It takes more than 1,000 nuts t<
hold an automobile together, bu
only one to scatter it all over i

A bride, shopping for fish, was trying
to impress the fishmonger with her knowhow in spite of the fact that she really
was ignorant when it came to piscatorial
affairs. She objected to first one and then
another of the man's offerings, pretending
to find something the matter with each.
Finally, she said haughtily: "I just don't
like the looks of any of these."
"Lady," replied the man wearily, "if
it's looks you're after, why don't you buy
a goldfish?"

"Another it is, Mrs. Mulvaney," sighed
her friend, "and it's me that's hopin' 'tis
the caboose."
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Forty is the age at which men stop
worrying about parting their hair
and start worrying about parting
with it.

A rural barrister was pleading a case in
which his client sought to recover dam
ages from a railroad for killing his cow.
The country lawyer then wound up his
argument with this delightful bit of
reasoning:
"If the train had been run as it should
have been ran, or if the bell had been
rung as it should have been rang, or if
the whistle had been blown as it should
have been blew, both of which they did
neither, the cow would not have been in
jured when she was killed."

Group 1—Birmingham
K. C. Shults, Supt.
Group 2—Washington
L. L. Waters, Supt.
—Memphis
W. F. Cooper, Supt.
—A.G.S. R.R.
J. G. Beard, Supt.
N.O.&N.E. R.R.
J. B. Singleton, Supt.
Group 3—Richmond
C. K. Carter, Jr., Supt.
—Appalachia
T. R. Good, Supt.
—Mobile
D. D. Strench, Supt.
SHOPS
Charlotte
H. C. Trexler, S.M.P.
MW&S

A throat specialist says smoking
makes women's voices harsh. If
you don't believe it, just try flick
ing your ashes on the rug.
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Central Lines
R. B. Midkiff, C.E.

will see you THROUGH!
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